. resources as it was weak in military power.
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The effect of Free Trade upon British India is seen in the decay of all branches of
her industry: This melancholy picture is thus sketched in Blackwood :

. %1t is the hoast of our manufacturers—and such a maryel may well afford o subject for exuoltation—

that with ‘eotton which grew on the banks of the Ganges, they can, by the aid of British capital, ma-
chinery, and enterprise, undersell, in the production of muslin and cotton goods, the native Indian
munufaciurers, who work up their fabrics in the elose vicinity of the original cotton fields, The eon-
stant and inereasing export of British goods to India, two-thirds of which are cotton, demonstrates that
this superiority really exisls ; und that the muslin manufacturers in Hisdostan, who work for 3d. a day
on their own cotton, catmot stand the competition of the British operatives, who receive 3a. 6d. & dny,
aided us they are by the almost miraculous powers of the stesm-engine. Free trade, therofore, is ruin-
ous to the manufacturing interests.of India; and, aceordingly, the Parlinmentary proceedings are fill-
ed with evidence of the extreme misery which has been biought on the native manufacturers of Iin-
do»lluu by that free importation of British goods, in which our political economists so much and so fully
exult,”

Jontrast this example of the destructive influences of Free Trade with the auspi-
cious effects of protection. When Frederick the Great ascended the throne of Prus.
sia; that kingdom had'no manufactures and no naiional industry, and was as poor in
Of the pitch 1o which this warrior king
carried the military glory of Prussia, 1t is not in place here to speak. He encouraged
manufaclures in every possible manner by bounties, loans, premiums, &e., and not only
trebled the number of manufacturers, but established many new manufactures, and
broke the shackles of Prussian vassalage. The sequel of this patriotic.and, benign le-
gislation is told in the following paragraph from a historian of the reign of Frederick :
r memcoment of this reign, Prussin had but fow manufactures ; now we are m posses-
ssion of almost everypossible kind of manuficture, and we can, not only supply the Prussinn dominions,
but also fuinish the remote counties of Spain and Italy with linen and woellen clothe ; and our mann-
fnciures go even to China, where some of our Silesian cloths are conveyed by way of Russin, We
export, every year, linen eloth to the amount of six millions of crowns, and woollen cloths and wool
to the amount of four millions."” /

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Ower) denounces the protective system as the
British system: If he means that it deserves the appeilation from the benefits ithas’
conferred on Great Dritain, I agree with him in the jusiness of the term; but if he
means that it has been exelusively adopted in that country, he is wrong. Protectign of
domestic industry has been the cardival principle of every civilized nation, and their
prosperity has beén in proportidn to the care they have taken of 'their manufacturing
interests. France, Holland, Prussia, Austria, and Russia, have all built up their man-
ufactures under the influence of protective duties. Free Trade is the policy of savage
nativns unacquainted with the rudiments of civilization—Protection that of enlightened
communities, jealous of their independence and prosperity.  The theory of Free Trade
forms ‘an appropriate theme for aﬂslract philosophers, who puzzle their metaphysical
brains with speculations as intricate as the cobwebs that cover their dusty chambers.
Protection is the doctrine of practical statesmen, who have to deal with the stern reali-
ties of life, and the ereat interests of human societies. The theories of Adam Smith
have never been reduced to practice in the country of his birth. They continue to'be
as zealously expounded as ever to foreign nations; the reason is very candidly stated
in the March number of Blackwood. This ingenuous confession onght to teach us the
utter fallacy of these plausible doctrines: ;

‘1t is related of the Lacedemonians, that, while all the other citizena of Greeve were careful to pur-
round thewr towns with walls, they alone left a part open on all sides. Thus, superiority in the field
rendered (hem ndifferont fo the ndyentitious protection of rawparts. Ivis for a similor renson that
I':n‘fhnd is now willing 10 throw down the barriers of tariffs, and the impediments of custom:liouses,
and that all other nations are fain 1o roise thom up, It is n secret sense of superiority on the one side,
and of inferiority on the other, which is the caueé of the difference. We mﬁ'onute freedom of trade,
because we_are. conscigus that, in @ fair unrestricted competition, we showld succeed in beating them oul of
their own market, . They resist it, and loudly elamor for protection, becanse they nre aware that such a
result would speedily take place, and that the superiority of the old commercinl State is such, that, on
nn open ‘trial of strengih, it must at once prove futal to its younger rivala;  As this effect is thus the re-
sull of permanent caiises affocting boih sides, it may fairly be presumed that it will be lnsting ; and
that the more anxiously the old manufaetnring State ndvocates or ncts upon freedom of commercial in-
tercourse, the more strenuonsly will the younger and rising ones advocate protection, Reciprocity,
tifbrefore, is out of the question hetween them: for it never could exist without the destruction of the
manufactures of the younger Stata; and if that State has begun to enter on the path of manufacturing
industry, it never w:ﬁ be permitted by its Government.”

The prodigious wealith that England has attained from the development of manu®
facturing industry, is the source of that power which has made her the lirst nation of
the globe. Napoleon saw this, and, by his continental system, endeavored to exclude
her manufactures from the coasts. of Kurope. In spite of the line of armed sentinels
ihat guarded every harbor from the Neva to the Tagus, and from the Tagus fo the
Adriatic—in epite of confiscation, imprisonment, and death, such was the superiority
of England in manufactures and the arts, and the dependance of Europe upon her for
the most necessary fabries, that Brilish goods found an entrance into the closed ports
of Kurope; and penetrated into the French capital itself, as well as across the Alps
into the plains of Italy.

Unless he could destroy the manufacturing prosperity of his relentless enemy, Na-
poleon swtw that it was in vain to expect to hold subjugated Europe in chains—a power
still existed which could feed and clothe the armies of the world. For this purpose,
in conjunction with the continental system, he offered extravagant premiums and boun-
ties to the successful inventors of machinery and new processes of the arts. He es
tablished the production of beet-root sugar in France to ruin the import of Briti-h su-
gars into Eorope. Every new branch of industry, as it arose, was crushed beneath
the overwhelming competition of England, who smuggled her goods into every Eu-
ropean market, and undersold every rival trafficker. Napoleon, and the people of Eu-
rope, finally discovered that a system of domestic industry could not be forced into
immedinte existence like a hot-bed production, but that it required time and the hand
of fostering legislation to bring it to maturity.

A suriking instance, both of the impessibility ol earrying the Berlin Decree into ex-
ecution, and of the poverty of thecontinent in manufactures, is related by Bourrienne.
Soon after the issue of that fumous order in council, there arrived at Hamburg a thun-
dering order for the immediate furnishing of 50,000 great coats, 200,000 pairs of shoes,
16,000 coats, 37,000 waistcoals, and other articles in proportion. The resources of the
Hanse Towns were wholly unequal to the supply of so great a requisition 1n so short
a time ; and after trying in vain every other expedient, ﬁuurrienne. the French diplo-
matic agent, was obliged to contracwwith English houses for the supply, which soon
arrived ; and while the Emperor was denouncing the severest penalties against the
possession of English goods, and boasting that by the continental system he had ex-
cluded British manvfactures from the continent, his own army was clothed with the
clath of Leeds and Halilax, and his soldiers would have perished amid the snow of
Prussic Eylan, but for the seasonable efforts of British indastry. '

With the vast resources that her manufacturing capital gave her, Great Britain, sin-
gle handed, carried on the war against Napoleon. When the kingdoms of Europe
had all sunk beneath the irresistible tide of viciory that hore Napoleon to universal
empire, England alone opposed a barrier to: the accomplishment of his ambitious, pro-
jeets.  Proud mistress of the seas, she swept the French flag [rom the ocean, and en-
joved the commerce of the whole world ; from her inexhaustible treasury, she replen-
1shed the coffers of the impoverished nations of Kurope; armed and equipped the
peasant soldiery of Spain and Portugal ; sustained the hosts of patriotic Germans who,
in the secret meetings of the Tugenbunden, were preparing thie overthrow of the iron-
heeled despot, who had overthrown their government and laws, until she carried the
flag of Buropean redemption from the blood-stained sierras of Spain to the victorious
feld of Waierloo, where the armed hosts of Europe wet and vanquished their com-
mon oppressor,

Was there no monitory voice speaking to us from the records of history against the
ruinous tendencies of Free Trade, our intercourse with cotemporary nations would be
sufficient, of itself, to teach us the utter impracticability of the universal prevalence of
such a system. | have appealed to history to show the power that England has gained
by ‘the protection of her industgy. I now refer to figures to show with what care she
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keeps the balance of trade on her side. The total value of exports and imports of
Great Britain and Ireland, for three successive years, was as follows:

Year. Exports. ' Tmports,
1839, . . - EIOARTIG . . = - 62,004,000
1040, s .. 116479678 - - . - 67432964
1841, - < e HBH03EER . . L 61,877,962
£ 843,542,062 £193 814,926
193,814,926

Balunce:in favor of Great Britail 149,767,136, or anannual average of £19,922,378, equal to
$237,227,414. i

On the other hand, the amouat f imports into the United States from foreign coun-
tries, for the nine years from 1831 0, 1839, inclusive, exceeded the total amount of ex-

ports therefrom by the sum of"$285,278,605, as is shown, by the following statement :

Year. " Fmports. Ex i
1831, - & - - $I03091J24 - . . - $8]310583
T YA A A W01,020266 - - - - 87176943
3ag; " V. TN AR 108118311 - - . . 90,140,433
1834, o el Rldbdr SSIRBISRLASS . . .| . . 104,330973
1835 . - - - = HOB9ST4E - - .l 121698577
1836, - -~ - = 189980034 . . . . (128,663,040
BARY, umrntesi A B Mogs8s2ly - - - - 117419376
1834, - - = . 13717404 - - - .- 10B486,616
1839, DD 63092132 - . . . 121,028416
Total, - - - $1,195534,562 $ 960,255,957
960,255,957
Balunee against U, 8. 235,278,605

This heavy, balance against the United States accounts for the depreciated currency,
and lor the indebtedness of corporations and Statesin the United States to the lords of
‘I'hreadneedle street : hence has resulied the insolvency of banks and individuals, and
nhe infamous doctrine of repudiation,

This same nation, which so zealously propagates the principles of Free Trade, and
so earnestly reprobates them in her domestic policy; imposes almost prohibitory duties
on our agricultural produce. The following duties are 1 the British Tarifl on Aweri-
can products: Salted beef, 60 per cent,; bacon, 100 per cent.; butter; 70 per cent. ;
Indian-corn, 32 per cent.; flour, 32 per cent, ; rosin, 76 per cent.; sperm oil, 33 per
cent. ; sperm candles, 33 per cent.; tobacco, unmanufactured, 1,000 per cent. ; tobacéo,
manufactured, 1,200 per cent.; salted pork, 33 per cent.; soap, 200 per cent.; spirits
from grain, 500 per cent. ; spirits from molasses, 1,600 per cent. Un these fourteen
artigles she imposes an average doty of 355 per cent. The same unjust pa]icE to this
country is seen in the differentinl duties of the British Tariff. By that tariff England
imposes a duty of 14s. per cwt, upon bacon-imported from the United States, while it
is admitted at a duty of 3& 6d. from her own provinges ; beel'is admitted on & duty of
4s. from her provinces, and taxed 16s. from the Uniled States; American fisheries pay
a ‘duty of £15 per ton, the British 1s: per ton; our rice paysa duty of 6s, per cwi,
rice from her provinces 6d. per cwt.; on oars from the United States she collects a
du'y of $36 per 120, on the' same from her provinces, a duty of 90 cents; on hand-
spil!es from the United States $9' 60 per 120, from her provinces 24 cents; on firewood
from the United States 2 40 per 216 -cubic feet, from her provinces free. England
admits no article but specie iree of Uuty ; and this is the consistent nation thal is to
be our exemplar and instructor in Free ‘I'rade! ' '

The gentleman from Ohia (Mr. BriNkErtiors) spoke of the hardship of the Tariff
of 1842 upon the farming interest. © That Tariff, sir, was framed for the protection of
all interests. * The agriculturalisis share invits benefits as well as others. By the price
current in January last, says the report of the Committee on Manulactures, the leading
articles of agriculture, if imported, would pay a duty equal to an ad valorem, thus:

Cotton,, duty, 3 cents per pound—equal to ﬁ per cent. ad valorem.

Wool, b1 per cerit. und 3 cents per Ib.

Beef] 2 cents;per pound, - - o &4 “ “
Pork, 2 cents L2 - & o a4 " i
Bacon, 3 conts L - - i 52 “ “
Lard, 3 cents " - - “ 50 “ s
Cheese, Y cenls 4 - - A 180 A “
Buuer, 5 cents " - - 4 51 e “
Potatoes, 9 cents per bushel - - 3 36 4 "
Flour, 122icents per borrel - b 25 " “
Wheat, 25 cents per bushel - - e 25 o u
Oats, 10 cents per bushel - - b 33 L) o
Hemp, $40 per ton R " 30 " "

On these thirteen articles, which comprise the great staples of agriculiure, there is
an average duty of 50 cent. ;

T'he importence: of domestic manufactures to the farmer is proven in the fact, that

ffteen-sixteenths of all the grain and potatces raised in this eountry are cousumed at
home, and. that only one-sixteenth is exported. Suppose, sir, the doctrines of Free
Trade in full operation, and that we had no manufactures—the inevitable consequence
of such a policy—where would the farmier find a market for his surplus produce ? ' In
England; where: there is an average duty of 355 per cenl, upon our agricultural pro-
duce ? In Mexico und the Argentine Confederation, where the duties are prohibitory ?
In Chili, where the duties on our breadstuffs range from 25 to 50 per cent. ? ' In Peru,
with a duty of 30 per cent? In Tortugal, Russiaj the Netherlands, and' the two Sici-
lies, with prohibitory duties upon our agricultural products? There is not, sir, a port
in the world which ‘is not hermetically sealed against the importation of our bread-
stoffs, except in-a time of scarcily, when they are necessary to feed a starving popula-
tion.  The farmer must look to the honie market—to the four millions of persons en-
gaged in manufactures—for the consumption of ‘his produets, and fair prices.
T'he iron manufacture alone will illusirate the importance of domestic industry to the
farmer. Since the introduction of railroads, we have imported from Great Britain
360,000 tons of railroad iron. It is estimated by experienced ironmasters, that for
each ton of bar iron the following agricultural produce is consumed :

20 bushels of Wheat and Rye,  average 75 cents per bushel, $15 00
57 pounds of Pork, M 5 cents jier pound, 2 B5
43 pounds of Beel, ¥ 4 cents per pound, 172
16 pounds of Butter, - 124centy per Lu)_und. 125
2 bushels of Potatoes, i 30 cents per bushel, 60
{ wnoof Hay, b $7 30 per ton, 3 50

Vegetubles, Fruit, &c. v i i
$26 00

[[lorses, &0, §1 43.]
Multiply 560,000 fons by $26, and we have the great sum of $14,560,000 of the
produce of the. farm, which would ‘have been expended here, had the Government
been as liberal in its policy to the American manufacturer as to the British. In the
iron works of Pennsylljmmu alone, there was consumed, in 1841, agricultural produce
to the value of $5,783,887. 'I'he importance of a home market is seen in the increased
value which agriculwral lands and produce bear in the viecinity of a manufacturing
town. 'The establishment. of the mills at Lowell in 1820, gave great value (o the
rude and rugged country around that place. T'he site of Lowell, which, in 1820, cost
a few thousands, is now worth several millions.

DEFENCE OF FACTORY LABORERS.

The gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Owgx,) has dwelt much upon the distress :m'd
misery of the factory operatives in Great Britain. ;- I do not mean todeny that there is
much suffering among the laboring poor in England ; it is not, however, one of the na-
tural results of the manufacturing system. The corn laws, an expensive Government,
and high taxation, are the causes of pauperism and poverty in England. Maoufac-
tures, by affordiag employment, alleviate the distress of those who would otherwise
have no means of sapport, I the gentleman from Indiana intends to represent that
there is more of the wretchedness of poverty, and more vice, among the mamufactur-
ing than the agricultural population of England, he is greatly mistaken. I appeal to
the testimony of a distinguished author to refute this assertion.
« From a review of the population throughout England, it appears, * says Colquhoun,
on Iudigence, * that, contrary to the received opinion, the numbers of paupers 10 the
counties which are chiefly agricultural, greatly excéed those where manufactures pre-
vail ! Thus, in Kent and Surry, where the aggregate population is 576,687, there ap-
pear to be 77,770 paupers, while, in Lancashire, where the population is 672,731, the
paupers relieved is only 46,200.”" : .
In the three manufacturing counties of Laneashire, Yorkshire, and Stafford, the of-
fenders are only one out of every 2,500; whereas, in the agricultural counties of Nor-
folk, Keut, and Surry, they are one out of 1,600 ; whereas, it appears that the latter
distriets huve above half as many more crimivals as the manufacturing, in proportion to
their population. This is a sirong and decisive fact.

In the three manufacturing counties, the paupers are only 8 per cent. of the popula-
tion ; whereas, in the agriculwral, thﬁy are about 14 ﬁer cent. What becomes of the

argument, then, of the gentleman? If s0 many of the faciory operatives in England
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